Google 



This is a digital copy of a book lhal w;ls preserved for general ions on library shelves before il was carefully scanned by Google as pari of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

Il has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one thai was never subject 

to copy right or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often dillicull lo discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher lo a library and linally lo you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud lo partner with libraries lo digili/e public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order lo keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial panics, including placing Icchnical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make n on -commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request thai you use these files for 
personal, non -commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort lo Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each lile is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use. remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 

countries. Whether a book is slill in copyright varies from country lo country, and we can'l offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through I lie lull lexl of 1 1 us book on I lie web 
al |_-.:. :.-.-:: / / books . qooqle . com/| 



HARVARD COLLEGE 
LIBRARY 



THE GIFT OF 

HAVERFORD COLLEGE LIBRARY 

HAVERFORD, PENNSYLVANIA 



[ 



r/c 

ACCOUNT 



OF THE 



SLAVERY OF FRIENDS 



IN THE 



BAEBAET STATES, 



TOWARDS 



THE CLOSE OP THE SEVENTEENTH CENTURY. 



WITH 



SOME PARTICULARS OF THE EXERTION OF THEIR BRETHREN AT 
HOME FOR THEIR REDEMPTION, &c &c. 



u They are compelled to cany heavy burdens on their heads 
running from sun-rising to sun-setting, with brutish black boys 
following with whips and stripes at their pleasure." — p. 14. 



LONDON: 
EDWARD MARSH, 84, HOUNDSDITCH. 

1848, 



rjlt)^'^ 



i HARVARD COLLEGE LIBRARY 
I GIFT OF 

HAVERFORD COLLEGE I.IL'RAKlf 

f£B 121935 



A v \ >• \ 



1 



) 



NOTICE TO THE READER. 



Ik revising the volume, containing a Selection from the 
Letters of George Fox, with a view to a new edition, those 
addressed to the captive Friends on the coast of Barbary, 
claimed the particular notice of the Editor, and he thought 
that not a few of the readers of those Letters would desire 
some further information relative to the parties to whom 
they were addressed. With a view to supply this want, 
(knowing that the case of the sufferers had been under the 
Society's care,) he obtained, from the Meeting for Sufferings, 
copies of its Minutes, and of those of the Yearly Meeting, 
• relative to their case. The whole collection appeared to 
him so interesting, as an illustration of the slavery of 
Englishmen in Africa, as well as of the judicious care of 
a Christian community over its members, that he could not 
persuade himself to compress the matter into a note suitable 
to append to the letters in question. 

It has therefore been thought best to print in a separate 
form a great portion of the Minutes which had been ex- 
tracted from the Society's records, with a few words of 
introductory information relative to the slavery of Euro- 
peans on the coast of Barbary. 



N.B. — In the extracts which are given from the records, the 
letters Y. M. signify Yearly Meetings Minutea, and M. S., Meet- 
ing for Sufferings — Y. M. E. refer to the extracts from the printed 
EpiBtlea. 



A BRTEF ACCOUNT, fa. 



The degree in which Christianity has prevailed in 
Europe, very imperfectly as its kindly influences have been 
permitted to operate, has probably tended to the abandon- 
ment of the practice of making slaves of prisoners of war 
who were united with their conquerors in the profession of 
a common faith. It is not surprising, however, that the 
Barbary states, professing the religion of Mahomet which 
sanctions or even directs the most brutal conduct towards 
infidels, should enslave their prisoners of the Christian 
profession taken in war ; and that they should also (with 
their rude and piratical character) make the procuring of 
European slaves a great object of their robbing expeditions. 
Professed Christians, however, have nothing to boast of, 
for if they did not make slaves of their fellow -professors, 
the Mahomedans acted upon the same principle— they did 
not make slaves of their brethren. And if they treated the 
infidels with rigour and cruelty, the Christians, so called, 
treated the Pagans and Mahomedans of Africa with similar 
rigour and cruelty : so that the question may fairly be asked, 
" Are ye better than they?" 

The power of the Barbary states was at its height about 
300 years ago. Their corsairs became the scourge of 
Christendom, while their much-dreaded system of slavec^ 
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I a front of new terrors. Their i 
confined to the Mediterranean : they penetrated the ocean, 
and pressed even to the Straits of Dover and the Irish 
Channel From the chalky cliffs of England, and even 
from the distant western coasts of Ireland, the inhabitants 
were swept into cruel captivity."* Several attempts were 
made, either to abate or remove this terrible nuisance by 
England, France, and Holland ; but without complete suc- 
cess, until the year 1816. At that period, by negotiation 
in the first place, and subsequently by the terrible bom- 
bardment of Algiers by Lord Exmonth, upwards of S00O 
christian slaves were liberated from captivity. 

In the early times of the Society of Friends, there appear 
to have been a considerable number of mariners convinced 
of their principles, and it was no doubt from this class, that 
the poor captives whom George Fox addresses were chiefly 
taken. Under the vigorous government of the Protector, 
in the year 1655, all British slaves were liberated, and the 
attacking of English vessels stopped ; but under the vicioni 
and feeble reign of Charles II., the Algerines resumed 
their attacks upon British vessels, and a great many Eng- 
lishmen were placed in captivity. 



We do not meet with a notice of any Friends being in 
this state until 1673, in the early part of which year, a 
minute occurs in the proceedings of the Meeting for Suffer- 
ings, directing — 

" That the case of Friends taken captive by the Algerines 
be laid before the next General Yearly Meeting, in order to 
consider of their redemption." 

The subject was accordingly brought under the notice of 
the Yearly Meeting, held the 10th of Fourth Month, 1679, 
■ From an instructive and eloquent Lecture on White Slavery 
in the Barbary States. By Charles Sumner. Boston. 1M7. 
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d it was agreed, that it be left to the Meeting for Suffer- 
ings in London, for them as they see cause to recommend 
the case of the sufferers to the country and city, for a con- 
tribution, in order for their redemption out of slavery. A 
letter, dated 14th of Sixth Month, 1679, was sent down to 
the Midsummer Quarterly Meetings ; and notwithstanding 
the suffering condition of Friends, in almost all parts of 
England — the pillage, confiscation, and imprisonments to 
which they were then exposed — the appeal was speedily 
and liberally responded to. The letter is as follows : — 

" From the Meeting for Sufferings in London to the 

Quarterly Meeting of 

" Dear Friends and Brethren. — According to the 
consent and appointment of our last Yearly Meeting, we lay 
before you the consideration of the sad state and suffering 
of several of our friends taken by the Turks, and now in 
captivity in Algiers. Since the said Meeting we have seen 
divers letters from them, and discoursed with some of their 
relations, and, weightily considering their state and con- 
dition, are stirred up in our hearts to use means for their 
redemption. We have accordingly some weeks past taken 
orders for the redeeming two whose ransom is set at £220. 
Some more are known of, that are there who are not able 
to deliver themselves ; we are also informed of another ship 
lately taken, coming from Virginia, wherein are more 
Friends, and more we may expect to hear of, so that it may 
and doth, especially if we make their case our own, occasion 
bowels of compassion to arise for their relief and deliver- 
ance from a sort of men more inhuman, cruel, and brutish, 
than some beasts. Dear Friends, as we live and abide in 
that brotherly love and kindness which at first wc were 
endued withal, and which very plentifully sprang up in our 
hearts one towards another, we need not many words to stir 






up to so good, bo christian and charitable a work aa this is ; 
neither shall we ever give cause of losing that ancient in- 
fallible mark and sign of a true christian and disciple of 
Jesus, by which we have been and are known, not only to 
one another, but to others ako, "By this shall all men 
know that ye are my disciples, if ye love one another." Now 
this love cannot be manifest to dwell in us, if we have of 
this world's goods and see our brother in want and naked- 
ness, in hunger and in prison, in bondage and captivity, 
and do not minister unto him. 

" But dear Friends, we were at our Yearly Meeting ten- 
derly inclined and unanimously willing to assist each other 
as living members of one body, in this and all other ser- 
vices of the blessed gospel of peace and truth, in this and 
other nations, not only for the good of ourselves and for our 
friends, but for Others also, even our enemies. We intend a 
collection for this service in the six Monthly Meetings in 
and about this city very suddenly, and have no doubt but 
that you will be forward in the same work throughout all 
your Monthly Meetings in the country ; and wc do desire 
that if any Friends belonging to any Monthly Meeting in 
the nation, or well known to Friends, be or shall be taken 
captive, that they will signify their knowledge concerning 
him, before we are desired to agree for the payment of his 
ransom. Concerning the sums that may be wanting on 
this occasion, we cannot certainly inform you, but shall 
keep certain distinct accounts of the same. And that our 
adversaries may not take advantage by this our public col- 
lection, to inform thereof, thereby to advance the ransom 
of Friends for the future, we desire that this letter may 
be only read, and your collection bo only made, with and 
amongst Friends, and if more or less be collected than will 
answer that service, we shall give the next Yearly Meeti: 
understanding thereof. 
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So with the dear salutation of our love in the truth, whi 
is precious and makes us dear and near to each other, 

" "We remain your friends and brethren, 



William Crouch, 
Job Bolton, 
Willi a m Iitobak, 
Thomas Rub yard, 
Fbakcib Bell. 



Ellis Hooked, 
Joseph Binoh, 
Will i aii Maskb, 
Thomas Cooper." 



The service was one of very considerable difficulty, and 
devolved chiefly upon a few Friends, of whom Theodore 
Eccleston seems to have been the most active. He 
appears to have visited Holland to negotiate for the libe- 
ration of the captives, and it is not improbable that the 
Dutch, whose marine was then so powerful, were the chief 
agents of communication between England and the Barbary 
states. But the proceedings of Friends in England, the 
condition of the captives, and their conduct under their 
trials, will be best illustrated, by the following series of chro- 
nological extracts from the minutes made by the Yearly 
Meeting, and Meeting for Sufferings, relative to the subject. 

Y. M., 1682. — " Friends that are captives at Algiers, 
and some who are convinced, (as George Fox has account 
by letter), have a meeting of about twenty, and have had 
their meeting a pretty while there among the Turks." Tin- 
Yearly Meeting's Epistle states that one Friend has a 
public testimony amongst them. 

Y. M. E., 1683.— "We nndcrstand that Friends keep 
up their meetings in Algiers." 

Y. M., 16S-i. — " Report is made that the money left on 
hand for the redemption of the captives is already engaged, 
and that several remain." 

Y. M., 1 6S5. — George Fox proposes a collection for that 
service, (Barbary captives) and that a letter be writ to the 




late 
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itry, and, also to B&rbadoes, Scotland, Ireland, &c. 
Friends agree to it- 

Y. M. E., 1685. — " And concerning our friends that 
were captives in Algiers, the care and diligence of Friends 
here entrusted in that affair, hath been such that several 
Friends have been redeemed, and came safe home since the 
last Yearly Meeting ; and have very honestly, tenderly, 
and thankfully acknowledged Friends' care and kindnes3 
towards them, and as to those who yet remain captives, 
Friends are taking the same care for their redemption also, 
which, it is hoped, will be shortly accomplished. And 
Friends here being sensible how the Lord hath supported 
them in their faithful testimony for his name, and under 
the deep afflictions, that they have suffered in that dark 
place of captivity in Algiers, are greatly comforted and 
satisfied in their christian care and charity on their behalf. 

" Friends of most counties in this nation have been very 
free and cheerful in their charitable contribution towards 
the redemption of Friends in captivity ; as also Friends in 
Ireland, Jamaica, and Barbadoea, to their great commenda- 
tion, have manifested their readiness and christian assist- 
ance in the same good work, thereby shewing their tender 
and charitable sympathizing with their friends and brethren 
in Bufferings, and shall not in any wise lose their reward 
from the Lord." 

M. B., 3rd mo., 1685. — " Moses Fuick being present, ac- 
knowledges Friends' kindness and love on their redeeming 
him from captivity in Algiers. He had been a captive five 
years and five months ; he left sis Friends captives there. 
They were suflered to meet openly together, Moors and 
Turks having been to see them without molestation." 

M.S., 6th mo., 1685. — " Ephraim Gilbert, of Bermudas, 
late captive at Algiers, being present, reports be left throe 

itives there, besides one R. Aummey, who went to the 
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Levant, as a slave to the Grand Seigneur 

a captive near four years, and was convinced.' 1 It is most 

probable that E. G. had been ransomed by his Mends in 

Bermudas. 

M. S., 7th mo., 1685.—" A letter from James Ellis, a 
young man, captive at Sallce, read, giving account that 
they are in great misery : they work hard all the day, at 
night are chained, and beat most sadly." 

M. S., 1 1th mo., 1685.—" A letter from J. Ellis, read, 
that he is put to hard labour and sore blows : they will 
not allow them clothes, scarce any bread : t/iey wilt delivtr 
safe to them what is sent to the captives, nor take any 
thing from them ; his redemption, he thinks, will be about 
1000 dollars. There are about 400 men, women, and 
children of English, and 100O of other nations, all cap- 
tives." 

M. S., 3rd mo., 1686. — "Account of captives remaining 
in Algiers and Sallce, brought in by T. Eccleston, read, 
viz., Roger Udy, at Algiers ; John Bealing, and Joseph 
Wascy, with about four more at Sallee ; also account of 
captives redeemed within about a year's time, read, being 
eeven, whereof six are arrived, the last expected." 

M. S., 4th mo., 1686. — " Roger Rummey, of Bristol, 
(probably the same as was sent to be a slave to the Grand 
Seigneur), late captive at Algiers, appears before this meet- 
ing, acknowledges Friends' love and kindness for his re- 
demption ; he has been a captive six years and eight months, 
and was convinced of the truth at Algiers. Only one 
Friend was left there, viz., Roger Udy." 

M. S., 5th mo., 1686. — " A letter from Mequinez, from 
John Bealing, read : There is no appearance for any captive 
to be cleared, except the Dutch, who have agreed for a 
certain number of captives so much per head, by the Dutch 
Consul, they giving one Moor and thirty musket-barrels for 
a Dutch captive." 









E., 1687. — " Also, we thought meet hereby to ac- 
quaint you that all our friends (except Roger Tidy) that 
were late captives at Algiers, are redeemed and set at liberty, 
to the great relief of their relatives and distressed families, 
wherein Friends' care has greatly tended to the strength 
and establishment of the sufferers in the truth, engaging 
their hearts to return thanks to God, and tender acknow- 
ledgments to Friends, for their love and care concerning 
them. But, as concerning the Friends who are captives at 
Mequinez, (taken by the Sallee men, although a great 
concern hath been and is upon Friends here about them, 
and great endeavours used for their redemption, yet no way 
is found open at present for the accomplishment thereof; 
only Friends here have found out means to convey some 
relief to them in their necessities, which they arc careful 
of. The number of the captive Friends in Mequinez is 
now ten, that is to aay, Joseph "Wasey, John Bealing, and 
Joseph Harbin, who being taken and carried captive thither, 
found two English captives there, who were convinced of 
Truth in their captivity, before the said three Friends came 
hither. And five more English captives are convinced 
since, and they live in great unity and love one with an- 
other. The said two Friends have written over to Friends 
here, a large, tender, and sensible letter, testifying their 
fellowship and unity with Friends, and acknowledging their 
love and charity to them in their bonds and necessities. 
Wc understand that the people they suffer under are more 
barbarous than the Turks in Algiers, from whose great 
oppression and cruel hands we pray God in mercy to deliver 
them, if it be his blessed will." 

M. S., 3rd mo., 1687.— " A letter from Joseph Wasey 
to Theodore Eccleston, read ; he had received his two last 
letters. The names of Friends captives are, Arthur Weat- 
oont (Cornwall) James Burgin (ten years captive) Joseph 
Bifiland of London, Robert Finlcv of the North of England, 
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Abraham Tarry of Epsom, Thomas Harle of the same 
place, five years a captive. All well reported of, having 
heen convinced there in the place of their captivity," (Me- 
quinez). 

M. S., 3rd mo., 16S8.— " Theodore Eccleaton reports, that 
nothing is done or likely to be done by the merchants at 
Sallee, for the enlargement of the poor Friends captives at 
Mequiuez, in Barbary. The king of that country saying, 
he will admit of no particular redemption without a general 
one. So that, without the Lord doth stir up the heart of 
our king to make a general redemption of the English, it is 
probable they may be continued much longer, some of them 
having been prisoners five years and upwards already." 

M. S., 5th mo., 1GS8. — " Roger Udy, of Devonshire, 
Bhip- carpenter, late captive at Algiers, appeared before 
this meeting acknowledging Friends' love and kindness for 
part of his redemption. He has been captive upwards of 
seven years. His patrons had ^157. 19s. for his Tansom. 
He was convinced of Truth in Algiers ; and says, that 
the Turks approved of Friends' Meetings there, and were 
very desirous of knowing Friends' way of worship, &c, by 
reason that they saw them to be a quiet sort of people, and 
that they would not steal and plunder from their patroons aa 
the other captives did." 

Y. M. E., 1690. — " There yet remain some English 
Friends captives at Mequinez and three at Murbay, who 
have received the Truth there, it being three or four days' 
journey distant, who correspond with each other by letters. 
One Friend (to wit Joseph Wasey) being lately redeemed 
and newly come over, gave a large account to this meeting 
of their miserable hard usage in captivity ; having no 
lodging but under arches, in deep places on the cold ground, 
winter and summer, only water for 
bread allotted them by the king, but < 
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barley ; and no clothes but a frock once in two years ; and 
forced to hard labour (except three days in the year) and 
more especially on the Sixth-day of the week (which is their 
day of worship) they are compelled to carry heavy burdens 
on their heads, running from sun-rising to sun-setting, 
with brutish black l/vi/.i fullowiny with whips and stripes 
at their pleasure. Many of the other captives perish and 
die, through their extreme hardships and want of food to 
sustain them, as in all likelihood, Friends there had, if 
Friends and their relations here had not sent them some 
relief: seven-pence a month, formerly allowed them by the 
king, being now taken from them. Their sufferings are 
lamentable ; yet, the Lord's power has wonderfully preserved 
them, and greatly restrained the fury and cruelty of the 
Emperor towards poor Friends there ; in whose behalf the 
said Joseph Wasey, did, by an interpreter, speak to the said 
Emperor ; giving him an account of their innocent con- 
versation and religion, which he heard with moderation, 
though he often kills men in cold blood at his pleasure. 
Joseph Wasey, also, signified that Friends* day time being 
taken up with hard servitude, they are necessitated to keep 
their meetings in the night season to wait upon God. And 
that the aforesaid captive Friends were very thankful for 
the relief sent from hence, which was very refreshing to 
them." 

Y. M., 4th mo. 3rd, 1691.—" An epistle to George Fox 
and George Whitehead from the Friends in slavery was 
read, stating their having but three days in the year allowed 
them for rest, and that they meet on nights to wait upon 
God. Also hinting bow a native was constrained in spirit, 
and came on purpose, several miles, to speak to the wicked 
king, and against his wickedness, upon which he called for 
his gun, and asked, if he was not afraid 1 Ho said, No ; he 
might call for a cannon if he would. The epistle given 



Theodore Eccleston, for him and the correspoDdenta t« 
answer, and bring to the Second-day's meeting. And that 
some books be sent them by the correspondents as the 
Meeting for Sufferings orders. 

" Joseph Wasey, a late captive in Sallee, was here, and 
gave an account how the Lord's power was with Friends, 
notwithstanding their great hardships and cruel usage, and 
how he was moved to go to the king there, and spoke to 
him, by an interpreter, in Friends' behalf, of their inno- 
cent conversation and religion. He said, It was well, and 
that Friends might use their liberty about their hat, which 
had some good effect. Their labour is, on every Sixth-day 
of the week, (which is the Moors' day of worship), to carry 
from sunrise to sunset baskets of earth on their heads, or 
other hard labour, and not suffered to sit down all the 
time, nor to ease themselves, without danger of stripes ; no 
clothes, but a frock once in about two years ; no lodging but 
the ground, winter and summer ; no drink but water ; nor 
bread, but of perished barley ; sometimes not suffered to 
ait down to eat that bread made of decayed corn which the 
cattle will not eat. The captives had formerly allowed by 
the government 7s. per month each, but that allowance is 
now taken from them. The king passed by a Friend at 
work, having his hat on, asked him, why he had it on 1 the 
Friend answered, it was his manner. The king said, " The 
devil take all the Christians' manners ;" hut after returned, 
and friendly spoke to the Friend, and said, " You Christian, 
see that the work is well done. 

" And the said Joseph Wasey signifies, that Friends are 
very thankful for the relief sent from hence, which is very 
refreshing to them, without which they might have perished ; 
and that the native aforesaid was shot to death by the said 
king at Mequin« 









M.S., 1st mo., 161 



' A letter from Arthur Westcoat 
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to Joseph Wasey, (who had himself been a captive), dat 
Sallee, the 23rd of Ninth Month, 1691, was read, giving 
account of the decease of three of our dear Friends, cap- 
tives at Mequinez, after about seven or eight days' sickness 
each, of a violent fever, which distemper is very mortal 
among the captives, and many die of all sorts. The names 
are Richard Nevit, Thomas Harrell, and John Bound. 
Also he writes, that Robert Finley and J. Burgin are very 
ill, and he mentions that the aforesaid young men died in 
the faith, and are at rest," &c. 

Y. M. E., 1692—" Several letters from Friends who 
Btill remain in their long and sore captivity in Mcquinez, 
to divers Friends here were read : intimating the state of 
things with them, and that they received our epistles from 
our last Yearly Meeting, and acknowledged Friends' love 
and diligence here in labouring for their ransom ; that since 
the last Yearly Meeting the Lord hath delivered three of 
them by death out of their great misery and servitude, who 
ended their days in great content and peace : their names 
are John Bound, Richard Nevit, and Thomas Harrell. The 
distressed case of the remainder of them (as last year signi- 
fied) is still before Friends, and divers are engaged in the 
love of God to use their endeavours for their ransom." 

M, S., 5th mo., 1692. — " John Harbing being present, 
signified to Friends, that by letters, a few days before he 
came off from Sallee, he had an account of Friends being 
generally well, and their love was to Friends here ; that 
he also had an account that one of the Friends at Murbay 
was wounded by a lion, and died of his wounds ; and that 
there are but seven of our Friends now in being there." 

Y. M., 1693.—" Yearly Meeting.— Abstracts of letters 
from John Bealing, captive in Mcquinez, to several Friends 
here, read, signifying he sees no way for his enlargement, 
although he has been upwards of nine years there. This 
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Meeting desires all possible care may be taken by the Meet- 
ing for Sufferings for the redemption and relief of the poor 
captives in Mequinez, especially John Bealing." 

M. S., 6th mo., 1693.— "A letter from James EII13 to 
his father, Josiah Ellis, dated Mequinez, in South Barbary, 
2nd of Second Month, 1693, read, stating that the condition 
of the captives was still -very miserable, and that their task- 
masters have lately killed Joseph Wasey's negro, that was 
taken with him, for only owning himself to be a christian, 
as also an Englishman at the same time, who had his bead 
cut off by the tyrant's own hand with a sword." 

M. S., 10th mo., 1693.— "Joseph Bealing writes, that 
there may be about two hundred and sixty captives of 
the English nation, and that all the cruisers, except one, 
that belong to Sallee, are now at sea for the bringing 
in of more, &c. Accounts received of John Bealing's 
death, after seven days' illness, having been a captive ten 
years." 

M. S., 2nd mo., 1 694. — A copy of the names of our poor 
Friends, captives at Mequinez, that are by this Meeting 
ordered to be redeemed, viz., Arthur Westeoat, John Caddy, 
John King, Robert Finley, James Bargin, Thomas Walkden, 
Joseph Bigland, James Ellis, * and George Palmer, a Friend's 
son." 

Y. M. E., 1697. — " And in Barbary there remain several 
captives, most of which arc such as have received the truth 
in the time of their captivity ; the ransom of whom could 
not hitherto be obtained, although great endeavours have 
been used for it ; hut farther endeavours are intended to be 
used as opportunity presents." 

Y. M. E., 1698.—" We also understand, that divers of 
our Friends who were captives at Mequinez, and suffered 
great hardships there, are dead : and there yet remain five 

• J, E. appears to have been ransomed for £160. in LGSItttu&AVA 
amount refunded by his father. 
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for whose ransom great endeavours have been used, but it is 
not yet effected." 

M. S., 16.08. — " The case of the captives, their redemp- 
tion, and the consideration of what sum of money should 
be offered more than formerly, instead of purchasing six 
Moora to he delivered in exchange for the Friends, is left to 
T. Eccleston and J. Field." 

They soon after report, that they have thought fit to 
1000 guilders (83 pounds sterling) in lieu of the M< 
proposed to form part of the ransom. 

In the same year it is stated, that an agreement was 
made, through Dutch Friends, for the redemption of the six 
Friends for 7895 guilders, with one Moses Toledano of 
Sallee, to be taken off with some Dutch captives. The 
Dutch, however, had left Sallee before the order reached 
there for Friends' ransom. 

Y. M., 1 699. — " Earnest endeavours have again been 
used for the liberty of our friends, captives in Barbary, 
though not as yet obtained, and there being at this time 
some negotiations on foot, by the tenderness and care of the 
government, for the redemption of all the English there, 
and though the persons in Barbary, employed therein by 
Friends, do wait some time to see the effect of that, yet we 
shall continue our further endeavours for their discharge ; 
and, in the meantime, have, and do take care to send them 
supplies for food, they having little allowance iu that country 
of anything to support their bodies, under the great severi- 
ties of labour and undeserved stripes that captives often 
endure. Also, further direction by this meeting is given 
on their behalf to the Meeting for Sufferings." 

" M. S., 10th mo., 1 699.— A letter from G. Palmer and 

Joseph Bigland to T. Eccleston and Joseph Wasey read, 

that Captain Delavall has made an agreement for all the 

English captives, with the Emperor of Fez and Morocco." 

This arrangement of Captain Dclavall, on behalf of the 



ft to 
loon 



19 

English government, does not appear to have been earned 
into effect immediately. 

Y. M., 1699.— The following Teport concerning the cap- 
tives was presented to the Yearly Meeting by the Meeting 
for Sufferings. " Our earnest endeavours for the captives 
have not obtained their liberty, neither have many been 
gotten thence under £400., £300., or about 1 J 250. ran- 
som, each man, being double the amount Friends have 
ordinarily given. If the general ransom now discoursed 
should not succeed soon, — Query r Do Friends think it best 
to advance such large ransoms ? Query : in order thereto, 
is the meeting willing to allow what money shall be wanting 
more than is in hand for that service, may be taken out of 
the other stock, or for want must the Friends remain as 
they have long done ?" 

" This matter is wholly left to the Meeting for 

Sufferings, to do therein as they see meet." 

M.S., 1st mo., 1700.—" A letter from the Friends, cap- 
tives at Mequinez, to Theodore Eccleston, acknowledging 
the receipt of £1 8. last remitted them ; and states, Joseph 
Bigland has turned his back on truth, and has not been at 
meeting to wait upon God among them this four months, 
is grown envious against Friends, and an excessive drinker. 
It is referred to T. Eccleston to write to the Friends that 
they publicly disown him." 

M. S., 3rd mo., 1700.—" T. Eccleston reports, that there 
being a probability that our friends who are captives may 
he got home sooner than the generality, this meeting desires 
him to endeavour the same, though it may cost some charge." 

Y. M., 1700. — " Friends' care is also continued for the 
redemption of our Fricnd3 that are captives in Barbary, 
and (as was hoped) the King has now agreed for the ransom 
of all the English captives there ; and agents are arrived 
from thence, in order to receive the said ransom. And, 
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now, as heretofore, Friends have acquainted the 
government that they intend to redeem our friends at their 
own charge, nevertheless Friends are so far willing to en- 
courage a public collection for the said service, that when 
the collectors shall come with the hriefs to Friends' houses, 
we hope Friends will be inclined to extend their charity, 
in common with their neighbours, towards the redemption 
of the other English captives." 

M. S., 5th ma, 1700. — " Daniel Quare acquaints this 
meeting that Captain Delavall (employed by the govern- 
ment here about the redemption of the English captives at 
Bailee,) is about going for Sallee in a few days to fetch 
them. The Friends appointed are to take care in this busi- 
ness, and we will give security for the payment of such 
sums of money as they shall agree upon for our friends' 
redemption. The captive Friends' names intended to be 
redeemed by Friends are, John King, Thomas Walkden, 
James Burgin, Robert Finley, (captives upwards of seven 
years), George Falmer, the Friend's son of Philadelphia, 
and Richard Robertson, newly convinced. Joseph Bigland, 
disowned by Friends there, is not included with the other 
Friends." 

M. S-, 6th mo., 1700.— "Friends considering that Joseph 
Bigland, the person disowned there for his loose conversa- 
tion, has been a long time in captivity, do, in tenderness 
and compassion towards him, and in hope of his restoration 
and amendment of life for the future, condescend that he 
shall also be redeemed ; and Daniel Quare and Joseph 
Grove are to acquaint the Friends there, by letter, the 
reason thereof, and also to write a few lines to the said 
Joseph Bigland." 

M.S., 1st mo., 1701-2.— "A letter from J. WtOkerd* 
to T. Eceleston, mentioning his being arrived in the Downs 
■ith all the other Friends captives ; also writes, that he 
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understands there is an intention that such of the English 
captives on board the Bhips that brought them as are able 
seamen, will be put on board men-of-war. It is referred to 
T. Eccleston, with John Field, to answer said letter, and 
to endeavour to get a letter from the Secretary of the Admi- 
ralty office, (or otherwise as they see meet), for our friends 
to go to their respective homes, seeing that they are re- 
deemed at the particular charge of Friends, and not at the 
government charge. This application, by the following 
minute, appears to have been successful." 

T. M. B., 1701.—" The Friends that are in captivity 
in Barbary are duly taken care of by Friends ; and their 
ransom having been agreed for, for some time, it is hoped 
will shortly he effected. One young man has been con- 
vinced there lately." 

M. S., 1st mo. 13th, 1701-2.—" Five of our late cap- 
tive Friends at Mequinez being present at this meeting, 
did very tenderly acknowledge Friends* love and care to- 
wards them, both for relieving them while in captivity, and 
paying for their redemption from the same." 

Y. M. E., 1702. — " And, whereas, we formerly gave you 
some account of the hopes Friends had, and endeavours 
used, for the redemption of Friends captives in Barbary ; 
we now let you know that all who remained alive in that 
long and sore captivity, have been this year redeemed, whose 
ransom hath cost Friends upwards of <£M80., including one 
George Palmer, a Friend's son in Pennsylvania, recom- 
mended from thence, towards whose ransom they also did 
contribute ; divers of which redeemed Friends have ten- 
derly and gratefully acknowledged Friends' love and eare 
of them." 

M. S., 1702. — " An account of the captives which were 
lately redeemed at the cost of Friends :— John King, aged 
about 50 years, captive 18 years 5 months, convinced of 
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the truth about 15 years, has a wife and four children 
living at Poole, iu Dorsetshire, a seaman. Thomas Wal- 
kenden, born in London, aged about 50 years, captive 19 
years 6 months, convinced 12 years back, no family, a 
seafaring man. Richard Robinson, born at Market-Har- 
boroagh, Leicestershire, aged 33 years, captive 4 yeare, 
convinced 14 months, a single man, by trade a leather- 
dresser. Robert Finley, born at Erwin in Scotland, aged 
43 years, captive 19 years, convinced 16 years, single roan, 
a seafaring man. James Burgin, born in Einton parish, 
near Exeter, Devonshire, aged 50 years, and captive 26 
years 3 months, convinced IS years 6 months, single, a sea- 
faring man. Joseph Bigland, born at Lynn, Norfolk, aged 
about 50 years, captive 19 years 6 months, broke his leg 
on board the ship coming over, and at present in the Q.ueen'i 
Hospital at Plymouth for a cure." 

At the Yearly Meeting in 1702, report was made " that 
the Friends formerly captives in Barbaryare all, in number 
seven, ransomed and returned, and some monies remain in 
balance on that cash." The sum paid for the ransom of 
each of theBe parties appears to have been i? 150. An 
acconnt of the receipts and disbursements is preserved, 
from which we find that the amount of subscriptions from 
Friends amounted to about i?3000. Several hundred pounds 
paid on account of captives were refunded by themselves o 
their friends after their return. No further occasion fi 
the fnnd arising, the account was closed in the year 1701 
when the outstanding balance of i>563. 14s. lid. was addi 
to the Yearly Meeting stock. 



The foregoing details of the proceedings of the Society, t 
behalf of its absent and deeply afflicted members, taken 
connexion with the letters of George Fox, afford an instn 




ive and very grateful illustration of the right worki 
a christian church. The members suffer one with another 
and care one for another temporally and spiritually. George 
Pox in one of his letters to the captives, seeks to strengthen 
them by pointing out the trials of their friends at home. 
He says, " I think you have more liberty to meet there 
than we have here, for they keep us out of our meetings and 
cast us into prison and spoil our goods." So similar is the 
working of an evil spirit, under all names as to religion, 
and in all countries. And no less observable is it that the 
working of true religion is essentially the same, under all 
the various circumstances to which those who possess it are 
exposed. The same divine power which in England enabled 
the sufferers under their persecutions to bear their hard- 
ships even joyfully for Christ's sake, strengthened the poor 
Algerine captives under all the horrors of their situation ; 
and not only did they exercise the virtue of endurance, but 
like their brethren at home, they made an open profession 
of the truth in acts of public worship, and in spreading the 
knowledge of it around them, especially among the other 
English captives. Their light evidently shone brightly, and 
a considerable number of their fellow -sufferers appear to 
have been drawn by it into religious fellowship with the 
captive Friends. How sweet this fellowship and the sym- 
pathy of their brethren at home would be, and how instru- 
mental in keeping them alive spiritually and intellectually, 
may easily be conceived. It has been asserted that the ordi- 
nary influence upon Europeans of long continued slavery in 
Barbary had a very debasing influence on their general cha- 
racter and feelings ; but the power of religion in the case of 
the poor captives, whose sufferings we have narrated, appears 
to have been sufficient to preserve them, with a single ex- 
ception at least, from the natural influence of the circum- 
stances under which they were placed. The pastoral letters 



of George Fox, addressed to the captives on the coast of 
Barbary, (which will be found in the volume of Selections 
from his Epistles, a second edition of which is just pub- 
lished), will, it is hoped, be read with increased interest in 
connexion with the preceding particulars respecting them. 



Richard Babrbtt, Printer, 18, Mark Lane. 
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